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GV U3A Hall

If you would like to come along to the
GVU3A Christmas lunch on Tuesday
01/12/15 at 11.30 am at the Goulburn Valley
Hotel please put your name on the form on
the folding doors at the GVU3A hall by
Tuesday 24/11/15. The cost is $30.00 per
head for a two course meal. The GVU3A
Singing for Pleasure group will be
performing that day.
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The Annual Bus Trip to Broken Hill from Monday April 11 2016 to
Saturday April 16 2016 has two spare seats at the moment. If you
would like to go let Marie O’Hare know. The total cost is $960.
There are still job vacancies for the GVU3A Secretary and Course
Coordinator. If you can help please let one of the committee
members know.
In the interests of variation and viability of GVU3A courses the
committee of management are inviting members to lead a group in
2016. If you would like to do so please let Jan Maude know.
Renewing your membership can now be done on line by using
internet banking.
The next social morning at the GVU3A hall is on Tuesday
02/02/2016. On this day we will be introducing the courses for 2016
and will be renewing members’ registration
Cup day Lunch: This was a great day. Many people pitched in to
help make this day a success. I would like to thank Gail Jellif in
particular who got this event up and running. She made up the
Melbourne Cup trivia questions, organised the sweeps and probably
did heaps more that I didn’t know about. About 40 or so participants
attended. The Fashions on the Field were taken more seriously by
the women who spent a goodly amount of time preparing for this
event where as in general the men just stuck a tie around their neck
and plonked a hat on their head and they were ready. The meals
were fabulous so thanks Thurlie, Peg, Joy, Jan and others for doing
the preparation. The Art Show Raffle was drawn that day.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We sincerely thank the
office of Wendy Lovell
for the printing of this
newsletter.

Well I hope you all have a Happy Christmas and a
safe New Year.
Greg Barnes

♦VICE PRESIDENT

Barbara Brown
♦SECRETARY

Candy Carter 5821 4433
candycarter06@hotmail.com
♦TREASURER
Carole Trotter 5823 1348
crtrotter2@gmail.com
♦ANNUAL TRIP TREASURER
Marie O”Hare

♦COURSE CO-ORDINATOR
Jan Maude 58290210
janmaude1@gmail.com
♦CATERING
Thurlie Pearce 5831 4305
thurliep43@gmail.com
♦HALL COORDINATOR
John Hammond 5821 5020
johnhammond5@bigpond.com.au

EMAIL ADDRESS:
goulburnvalleyu3a@gmail.com

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 2015

Art, Craft and Photography Show
Our Shepparton City Council asked Goulburn Valley U3A to help them celebrate the Senior Festival and
we did it in style. October 24th and 25th saw our hall come alive with colourful creations created by the
talented people of our U3A art, craft and photography groups. The hall was packed from one end to the
other in a riotous display of colour for the general public and all other GV U3A members of our very
successful U3A group to see, enjoy and share.
It was a tremendous joy to see the improved standard of the work on display with several people
surprisingly commenting on the development of the individual artists works. Artists can be very proud of
creations. The photography was amazing and the craft was a pleasure to behold and purchase.
The show was reasonable well attended with people enjoying the delights from our kitchen. People took
the time to relax in the garden as they socialised over the tasteful barbeque lunch.
We can only say this was a huge success once again with the possible enrolments of 5 new members
and the banking of $1110.00.
A huge thank you to all members and their partners who assisted in making this such a successful
weekend and a huge thank you to Thurlie Pearce who worked throughout the weekend in the kitchen.

Melbourne Cup

It was with some in trepidation that your organisers prepared for
the Melbourne Cup Day as the number of attendees listed was
well down on other years but we need not have worried as it
turned out to be a riotous of colour, laughter and sharing. The
hall and tables had been decorated by Gail and her merry
helpers emphasising the Melbourne Cup theme.
Several sweeps were run during the day given most people a
chance to go home with a pocket full. Some people worked their
own individual magic laying bets against each other at their own
tables and went home with even fuller pockets.
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Gail had us in fits of laughter as we tried our knowledge in a bid to gain a chance to win a prize from a
table packed with prizes.
We were amazed at the range of cup knowledge that our members have hidden away.
Fashions on the field was judge by honourable guests who travelled from Western Australia for the event
and who carried it off with pomp, fun and appreciation. Our thanks to Wayne and Wendy Larkin.
Thurlie and her band of helpers had tables packed with a delightful array of delicious food leaving no one
with the chance of going home hungry. Thanks once again.
Winners of the raffle were as follows: 1. Barbara Schier 2.Helen Hinks
Jelliff 5. Shirley Guthrie 6. Wayne.Comer

3. Peg Newman

4.Gail

If by chance you missed either of these events make sure you take the chance to come to the Christmas
Lunch being held on Tuesday December 1st at the GV Hotel commencing at 11.30am. Book now and
don’t miss out. A chance to make new friends, share an excellent meal with old friends, and show
appreciation for those members leaving your U3A committee.

SANDRA'S KEEPSAKES

Would you like to join the group to make 2 lovely Christmas Trees on Tuesday December 15th? All
you need to do is ring Sandra on 58210231 by Tuesday December 8th to let her know you will be
attending the class. She will have the necessary timber, paper and embellishments ready for the day.
You will need to bring $28 to pay for the session. We start at 9 am and will be finished by 12 noon. It
would be handy if you had your own cutting board, knife and glue.
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WALK AND TALK
On December 9 we will meet at the Southern end of the Shepparton lake at 9am with Christmas
goodies to share. If it is very hot we will walk around the Lake and then go to Jackson Park by car for
morning tea. If it is not too hot, Ray will take our food and drinks to Jackson park and we will walk there
and back. New members will be welcome and please wear the usual suitable clothes and protection for a
walk in the sun.

Our November meeting was very well attended and we enjoyed a walk around the river at Murchison
plus a walk to see the Bridge Hotel where we learnt its history. Then some of us drove to explore the
Cemetry for more history. Our Hotel photo shows us under the Oriental Plane tree, which at 102 years
old is one of the largest of its species in the world and it is classified by the Natural Trust.
Our January 13 walk will depend on the weather, but we will plan on an 8am walk around the Lake. I will
let members know the details before the date.
Christine Wilson Ph. 5822 1474 Mob. 0428 399 648

CANINE CAPERS
Last walkies at the lake is on Monday 7th of December. We have two new dogs Penny and Toto to join
us. I would really love to see the three puppies I gave away that haven't been seen since. A notice at
the pound "People don't always love dogs but dogs always love people".
Janiene 0409 337 520

SOCRATES CAFÉ
There will be no meeting in December.
The topics for discussion in 2016 are being prepared. Suggestions of topics are invited from members
for consideration as the programme is developed.
All welcome Contact John Lawry 58231704 or jrlawry@bigpond.com
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GREEK HISTORY, CULTURE AND SOCIETY
One of the most entertaining and enticing aspects of Greek culture is its elaborate mythology involving
gods, heroes, deeds, and mortals, all of which coloured our physical world with elaborate stories and
personalities.
Then we have the Olympic games. For ancient Greeks, the Olympic games existed since mythical times,
but no definitive time of their inauguration can be identified with certainty. The first Olympiad was held in
776 BCE.
Greece has a vast heritage about which its modern population is passionate, using it as a cornerstone to
meet the needs of its modern culture. Greek society is very coherent, where family has proven strong
enough to support its members in even the most difficult times.
Sophia Spyropoulou is a young Greek mother of two living with her husband, Nick, in Shepparton.
Sophia arrived in this country last year, having been a secondary school teacher in her own country. She
is passionate about sharing her culture, customs and language with other Australians to create a better
understanding of our local Greek community.
Sophia is offering to run a course at U3A in 2016, comprising Greek history, culture and (to some extent)
language. This is envisaged as being for 1.5 to 2 hours on a monthly basis.
Should you be interested in learning about Greek history from a thoroughly modern Greek woman
please contact Jan Maude at janmaude1@gmail.com . When a place in the timetable has been
negotiated details will be forwarded to you.
We are hoping Sophia can attend our first Social Morning for 2016 on Tuesday, 2nd February, at 10am,
along with other Course Leaders to enlighten you further.

STRENGTH AND BALANCE
Strength and balance will finish for this year on December 14th and recommence Mon Jan 11. Friday
Strength and Balance has been discontinued.
Jan Maude

HISTORICAL STUDIES
On Monday 14th December at 10.00 am two historical rural movies from original 1930’s footage will be
presented by videos provided by Walter Lee.
The topics are Heritage Farming in Australia covering cereal planting, and harvesting and sheep and
wool production in the Riverina.
Some time will be devoted to the traditional Seasonal Festivities.
The proposed 2016 program will be outlined. There is still an opportunity for U3A members interested in
presenting a paper, or series of papers, to offer to participate in the 2016 program.
All welcome – Contact John Lawry 58231704 or jrlawry@bigpond.com
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NATURAL RESOURCES
Friday December 4, 10am U3A Hall
GUEST SPEAKER; DR. Rebecca Darbyshire, Research Fellow Melbourne University
SUBJECT; Overview of climate adaptation in agriculture
Friday December 11, 10am U3A hall
GUEST SPEAKER; Prof. Snow Barlow, Melbourne University
SUBJECT; United Nations Climate Change Conference decisions and their effects on the Goulburn
Valley.
Please note earlier start on both sessions.
John Dainton 58213881

CRAFT
Welcome to our last newsletter for 2015. The year has gone along smoothly. I want to congratulate our
girls and boy on their excellent display they presented at the Craft Show. We will have our own breakup
on Tuesday 8 December, where we bring a small plate to share. Craft will finish on 15 December for
those who wish to still come. We will resume on 12 January 2016. I would like to wish everyone a Happy
Xmas and New Year and look forward to a great 2016.
The craft group would like to say a big THANK YOU to all the people who dropped off bottle tops for a
craft project. We were overwhelmed by your response. We are busy covering the tops to make
decorated Christmas trees. Any left over bottle tops will be given to a local school for their craft sessions.
Thanks once again.

Diane Courtie

ENJOYING LITERATURE
In my last report as convenor I would like to thank those members who have so enthusiastically taken
part in our discussions. We have always managed to find interesting topics and several of our group
have enlarged their reading lists as a result of participating. Helen West has offered to take over as
convenor so look for details in the new year and at the February 8,/2016 morning tea.
Our Christmas get together will be at 12 noon at the FOOD STORE, Fryers St (also known as TELLER)
on MONDAY 30 November. Pam Wells, convenor 5824 3677
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BRIDGE
The bridge Xmas party will be on Monday 14 December starting at 6pm. Food will be provided, please
bring your own drinks. All bridge players are invited including the Wednesday afternoon and evening
group and all those that have joined us through the year. Please RSVP to Iris or one of the committee
members by 7 December if you would like to join us.
Derek has been running a bridge course on a Wednesday night assisted by Graeme, Iris, Biddy and
Nick. Bridge will continue between 6 – 8pm on a Wednesday night, until 9 December to allow bridge
players to try out their new skills. A bridge club member will be there to help out with the difficult hands.
Players from past classes who would like to come and brush up on their skills are also welcome.
Teaching in schools will continue next year at Wanganuii Secondary College.
A dealing machine was purchased by the bridge club earlier in the year. 50% of the funds were provided
by the Shepparton City Council through the Community Program. Our sincere thanks to The Shepparton
City Council and Carole Trotter for assistance in the grant application.

CATERING
The Social mornings have finished for 2015 and I want to thank every person who has helped to put out
morning teas for these days, I appreciate it very much. It would be hard to do without the help I receive
every month. Also the help I have been given for other functions during the year, these would not have
happened without help of others.
Our Cup Day function went very well after a slow start at getting numbers. That day I came home without
a new tablespoon that I had taken to be used for serving. I hope someone has got it and can return it. On
the back is engraved in very small writing ‘Alex Liddy 18/10’. I do hope someone has it.
While U3A takes a break from classes over January I hope to clean up the kitchen in readiness for next
year so I ask that anyone who has anything in the fridge to please take it, to dispose of however you
wish or I will do it and things may be lost.
Next year the biggest day is on 2 February 2016 when we have the biggest morning tea. I will be asking
for help for the last morning tea that I will be organising. Thank you and Merry Christmas to everyone.
Thurlie Pearce

BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS
If you want to pay your membership fees or trip fees through the internet please use the
account numbers below and use your name as the reference.
General account: BSB 633 108 Account number 1277 42898
Trip account:

BSB 633 108 Account Number 1298 96049
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An Invitation to
attend
G.V. U.3.A.

CHRISTMAS
LUNCH
At

Goulburn Valley Hotel
On Tuesday December 1st at 11.30am
Cost $30.00
2 course meal with nibbles,
entertainment and friendship
8

